Short Cuts ... bite-sized chunks of folk
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THE 19TH STREET BAND
The Things That Matter
Self-released

When Caolaidhe Davis emigrated from Northern
Ireland to the USA in 2005, he went looking for a
fiddle player, but he didn't expect to find a wife as
well. This six-track, short album is a good taster for
what Caolaidhe and Meghan Davis can do, and it put
me very much in mind of another husband and wife
duo - The Arlenes — with its mix of country, rockabilly
(‘Long Runs the Fox’) and even a couple of klezmer-ish
tracks ('It's True What They Say’ and ‘Set Me Free’). To
say that the opening track — an earworm with a
nailed-on chorus called Jump in the Water’ - is head
and shoulders above any other track is a reflection of
how good that song is rather than a criticism of any of
the others, but any more songs of that calibre and
they really could be onto something.
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